
OUR CURRICULUM

How we designed our 
curriculum
Following a period of challenge and turbulence in the school, curriculum 
design has played a fundamental role in providing an improved, robust 
and engaging provision for pupils. When we began the process of 
reviewing our curriculum, we took the following points into 
consideration:

 Our pupils have Educational Health and Care Plans with social, 
emotional and mental health as the primary need.

 We also have a number of pupils with diagnosis of ADHD, ASC and
other communication and sensory needs

 Many of our families, through need or circumstance require 
support from other professionals working with the family

 A high number of pupils have not attended school at all or 
regularly for some time and are disengaged

 Many of our pupils need challenging to believe in themselves and 
to decrease their own views of their limitations

 All of our pupils benefit from appropriate and positive relationships
with adults which provide guidance and support, set boundaries 
and recognise and reward success

Intent
Our curriculum plans are designed specifically for pupils who may have 
become disengaged with school and learning and for whom a 
personalised curriculum is essential if each child’s learning, social and 



emotional needs are to be met. We use empathy and expertise to 
reengage those who have become disenfranchised from learning. 
Therefore, we have designed our curriculum to ensure that:

 Individual needs are taken into account through careful planning 
and review of learning

 Individual needs are never a barrier to full access to the curriculum
 Adjustments can be made at any point to ensure that skills, life 

chances and social and emotional development are maximised
 Engagement is a focus when planning exciting and meaningful 

learning opportunities
 EHCPs inform what is taught and how it is taught through close 

working between teachers and the Inclusion Lead
 Core subjects are timetabled in the morning for optimum 

concentration and focus
 Social, emotional and life skills are a thread throughout learning 

delivered discreetly and explicitly 
 Pupils are supported to develop confidence, self-esteem, positive 

interaction with peers and adults and an appreciation of the value 
of learning for life

 Pupils are enabled to move successfully onto the next stage of 
their lives

 The gap of opportunity is decreased providing our pupils with the 
cultural, social and emotional capital they need to succeed in their 
chosen path



KS3 (Lower School Y7/8)
Our KS3 curriculum is planned, delivered and assessed at a pace and 
level appropriate to individual needs via a mixture of class based and 
some specialist subject teaching. In this way, we aim to balance the 
care and support needs of pupils with the opportunities to be taught by 
specialist teachers in dedicated learning environments. There is a 
progressive shift towards this through the Key Stage. Within KS3 our 
class groups are kept small and the curriculum is personalised and 
differentiated to meet the particular and special needs of the pupils.
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Curriculum delivery
28 sessions
Maths and English 8 Science 3
Hums 3 PSHE 2
Citizenship 1 PE 2
Art 2 Drama/Music 2
Food Tech 2 RE 1 
Computing 1 ASDAN 1

KS4 (Upper School Y9/10/11)
Our KS4 curriculum is planned, delivered and assessed at a pace and 
level appropriate to individual need via subject specialist teachers, 
experienced in working with pupils with special educational needs. We 
aim to support a pupil’s transition from Year 9 into Year 10 with a 
curriculum that is designed inspire pupils to achieve their very best, to 
take risks, to develop the skills to tackle new challenges in learning how 
to learn and raise their future aspirations and ambitions. Pupils are 



offered a wide range of option choices to support the development of 
their academic, vocational and social skills. This approach allows us to 
ensure each pupil has a curriculum offer that is personalised to 
encourage high engagement in learning and provide opportunities to 
reach their potential.

KS4 CURRICULUM
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Curriculum delivery
28 sessions
Maths and English 8 Science 3
PSHE 2 RE 1
Citizenship 1 PE 2  
Computing 1 Option 1 2
College option 6 Option 2 2



Year 9 Options
Pupils choose their options for KS4 at the end of the spring term. This is an 
exciting time for pupils as they start to think about what they enjoy doing, 
what they are good at, and what they would like to do in the future. In year 
10, pupils spend one day a week on a vocational option. This is either a work
experience placement, attending a 14-16 college course or completing work 
related learning supported by school staff.
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Pathways
In Key Stage 4, the pupils’ personalised curriculum is focused around a 
pathway. There are three pathways that pupils can follow. Each pathway 
supports the pupils in reaching attainable but ambitious destinations at the 
end of their time at secondary school and prepares them for either 
employment, college placements or supports them in developing social and 
emotional and independence skills.
 

Libri Pathway 
Pupils on this pathway are those who demonstrate positive skills for 
learning that enable them to make progress. The pathway curriculum 
includes core subject areas of GCSE Maths, English, Science as well as 
study of a minimum of two option subjects. Pupils on this pathway are 
also offered an opportunity to attend a 14-16 college course and 
complete a work placement. Independent learning skills are developed 
through a dedicated pathway session on Fridays.

Vivus Pathway
Pupils on this pathway are those for whom their SEMH needs impact 
their ability to successfully engage in a social and community context. 
The pathway curriculum includes core subject areas of Maths, English, 
Science as well sessions designed to develop key aspects of social and 
personal development such as resilience, self-regulation and control, and
social skills. Pupils on this pathway are also offered an opportunity to 
attend a 14-16 college course and complete a work placement. Social 
and emotional skills are developed through a dedicated pathway session



on Fridays. Pupils on this pathway may access curriculum content of the 
Libri or Opus pathways.

Opus Pathway 
Pupils on this pathway are those for whom their SEMH needs impact 
their abilities to successfully engage with formal learning but engage 
well with practical and vocational activities. The pathway curriculum 
includes core subject areas of Functional Maths and English as well 
sessions designed to develop key aspects of social and personal 
development such as team working, vocational and social skills. Pupils 
on this pathway also engage in Work Related Learning. This has a 
practical focus and allows pupils to gain additional workplace 
qualifications, in addition to fostering the independent learning skills 
necessary in post-16 education. Social, emotional and employability skills
are developed through a dedicated pathway session on Fridays. 

Tutor Team (TT) Time
From September 2022, school will be open until 3.00pm. Tutor Team Time 
will take place during the 2.30 – 3.00pm session. The aim is to provide 
opportunities for play and social development to enable pupils to become co-
operative learners through a multi-sensory approach to learning. Through TT
Time, we offer a range of enrichment activities for playing alongside, with a 
partner and in a small group. This aspect of nurture curriculum is placed at 
the end of the school day to ensure pupils leave have positive experiences 
reinforcing relationships with key staff and peers. Some of the PSHE and PE 
curriculum is covered through TT Time. Activities include:

TT Sports

TT building games

TT Music 

TT Gardening

TT Outdoors 

TT Art/Crafts

TT Offsite



Trauma Informed Approach
We promote the safety and security of our children by taking a trauma 
informed approach to the curriculum. This means we aim to:

 Provide our children with daily access to emotionally available 
adults, who believe in them, and can relate to them with 
compassion, empathy and unconditional positive regard.

 Support children experiencing painful life events, by helping them 
process, work through and make sense of what has happened.

 Develop our provision in ways that help children feel calm and safe
 Foster a culture in which staff and other adults interact with all 

children in a way that makes them feel valued as individuals 
throughout their day


