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Year 9 Options

  



Dear Students and Parents/Carers 

At Homewood College we design the school curriculum to ensure that individual
needs  are  taken  into  account  and  are  never  a  barrier  to  full  access  to  the
curriculum. Engagement is a focus when planning exciting and meaningful learning
opportunities to enable pupils to move successfully onto the next stage of their
lives. Whatever their starting point, we aim to enable pupils to achieve the success
they  deserve  and  open  doors  to  future  opportunities  in  education  and  the
workplace.  

We aim to support a pupil’s transition from Year 9 into Year 10 with a curriculum
that is designed inspire pupils to achieve their very best, to take risks, to develop
the skills to tackle new challenges in learning how to learn and raise their future
aspirations and ambitions. Pupils are offered a wide range of option choices to
support  the  development  of  their  academic,  vocational  and  social  skills. This
approach allows us to ensure each pupil has a curriculum offer that is personised
to encourage high engagement in learning and provide opportunities to reach their
potential. We  want  students  to  feel  confident  and  prepared  when  they  make
decisions about their next steps. We would like students to select 2 option choices
to study throughout years 10 & 11. 

So far in the options process, pupils have had information delivered through their
tutor  and  pupils  also  have  access  to  careers  advice  from our  school  Careers
Advisor.

The next steps will be to read through the options booklet, ask questions, discuss
possible choices and liaise with tutors for further advice if required. 

There are three pathways that pupils can follow. Each pathway supports the pupils in
reaching attainable destinations at the end of their time at Homewood College and
prepares  them  for  either  employment,  college  placements  or  supports  them  in
developing social and emotional and independence skills.

 
Libri Pathway 

Pupils on this pathway are those who demonstrate positive skills for learning that
enable them to make progress. Pupils study the core curriculum of Maths, English,
Science as well  as study of  a minimum of two option subjects.  Pupils  on this
pathway are also offered an opportunity to attend a 14-16 college course and
complete a work placement. 

  



Vivus Pathway

Pupils  on this  pathway  are  those  whose  SEMH needs  impact  their  abilities  to
successfully  engage  in  a  social  and  community  context.  Pupils  study  the  core
curriculum of Maths, English, Science as well sessions designed to develop key
aspects of social and personal development such as resilience, self-regulation and
control, and social skills. Pupils on this pathway are also offered an opportunity to
attend a 14-16 college course and complete a work placement.  Pupils  on this
pathway may access curriculum content of the Libri or Opus pathways.

Opus Pathway 

Pupils  on this  pathway  are  those  whose  SEMH needs  impact  their  abilities  to
successfully  engage  with  formal  learning  but  engage  well  with  practical  and
vocational  activities.  The  pathway  curriculum  includes  core  subject  areas  of
Functional Maths and English as well sessions designed to develop key aspects of
social  and  personal  development  such  as  team working,  vocational  and  social
skills. Pupils on this pathway also engage in Work Related Learning. This has a
practical  focus and allows pupils  to  gain  additional  workplace  qualifications,  in
addition  to  fostering  the  independent  learning  skills  necessary  in  post-16
education. 

Please take the time to look carefully through this booklet, discuss choices and
submit your 2 options requests by Thursday 30th June 2022.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions. 

Lou Acton
louiseacton@homewood.org.uk
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Year 9 Options Programme

Looking forward

Considering your options for study at Key Stage 4 is one of the key milestones in 
your education journey.  The choices you make will give you an opportunity to 
explore subjects in more depth and think about where these choices may take you
in the future. It is important to give these choices careful consideration so that 
you are able to focus on subjects which will allow you to develop as a learner and 
take full advantage of the chance to study them to a more advanced level. 

Choices available

We  always  try  to  ensure  that  all  pupils  are  able  to  study  their  first
preferences. However sometimes we cannot meet all option preferences for
the following reasons: 
 

• If only a very small number of pupils opt for a particular subject, we may
not be able to offer it that year. 

• Some combinations of subjects may not be possible to timetable together. 

Once we receive your child’s choices we will discuss with you and finalise options. 
                               

  



CORE

SUBJECTS

  



English

AQA GCSE 
ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE

Studying English Language 
helps pupils to communicate 
effectively with the 
information we are constantly
bombarded with. 

From exploring different text 
types, to understanding our 
literary heritage and being 
able to decipher the latest 
events in the news, this 
subject encompasses it all. 

Just as good English skills are
required in all walks of life, 
they are required in all 
subject areas. Being able to 
understand a range of texts, 
breaking down examination 
questions and communicating
effectively are all necessary 
skills across the full range of 
subjects.

The GCSE Language exam is split into two halves. 
Pupils will be required to demonstrate the following 
skills in Paper 1 (Fiction)
Reading: 
 Analysis of language and structure (How does a 
writer use technical skills to create an impression on
the reader).
 Evaluation (forming an opinion on texts, using 
evidence and exploring how a writer has created 
this impression).
Writing:
 Narrative and descriptive writing: Use a picture or 
written prompt to create a short piece of narrative 
or descriptive writing on a given theme.

Pupils will be required to demonstrate the following 
skills in Paper 2 (Non-Fiction)
Reading:
 Summary and synthesis (Identifying differences 
between two texts exploring a similar theme)
 Analysis of language (How does a writer use 
technical skills to create an impression on the 
reader)
 Comparison (Comparing how two writers use 
language, form, tone and structure to create 
different texts on a similar theme)
Writing: 
Opinion writing: Students will be given a statement 
and asked to write in one of the following forms 
(essay/news article/text for a leaflet/text for a 
speech/letter) expressing their opinion on the given 
topic.
 Pupils will explore extracts from a range of texts, 
both fiction and non-fiction. These texts will cover a
diverse selection of authors, in terms of genre, era, 
gender, race and culture to allow students the 
opportunity to explore a broad range of texts. 
 Pupils will have regular opportunities to practise 
and develop their writing skills. This will include 
using model texts, debates to support generation of
ideas for opinion writing, scaffolds and structural 
templates for fiction writing and exploration of 
contemporary issues.

Speaking and listening: The speaking and 
listening component of the exam is assessed 
separately and will take the form of a short 
presentation on a topic of the student’s choice. The 
critical aspect of this presentation is the student’s 
ability to respond in detail to questions at the end 
of the presentation.

  



FUNCTIONAL 
SKILLS ENGLISH
Level 1 and 2

The purpose of the 
Functional Skills English Entry
Level qualification is to 
demonstrate the ability at an 
appropriate level to read, 
write, speak, listen and 
communicate in English, and 
to apply this knowledge and 
these skills in familiar 
situations.

Functional Skills qualifications
in English are ideal for pupils 
wishing to develop practical, 
transferable skills in English 
in order to work confidently, 
effectively and independently
in life. 

A key aspect of developing 
knowledge and skills in 
English, at Level 1 and Level 
2, is to be able to 
communicate with 
confidence, effectiveness and
with an increasing level of 
independence.

Functional Skills English is assessed through 3 
controlled assessments which cover reading; 
writing; speaking, listening and communicating.

Pupils should be able to speak, listen, communicate,
read and write clearly, accurately, confidently and 
with effectiveness. 

Pupils will work towards being able to: 
• Listen, understand and make relevant 
contributions to discussions with others in a range 
of contexts. 
• Apply their understanding of language to adapt 
delivery and content to suit audience and purpose.
• Read a range of different text types confidently 
and fluently, applying their knowledge and 
understanding of texts to their own writing. 
• Write texts of varying complexity, with accuracy, 
effectiveness, and correct spelling, punctuation and 
grammar.
• Understand the situations when, and audiences 
for which, planning, drafting and using formal 
language are important, and when they are less 
important. 
Pupils should be able to use these functional skills 
and apply them to a range of formal and informal 
contexts and in real life. 

AQA STEP UP TO
ENGLISH
Entry Level

Step up to English helps 
Entry Level students build 
basic literacy skills. It offers 
two ‘Steps’: Silver Step (Entry
Level 1 and 2) and Gold Step 
(Entry Level 3) so we can 
build pupils’ confidence and 
provide access to GCSEs.
This qualification is non-
examination based which 
means all of the assessment 
will be completed by the 
teacher in school. This will 
help to support those 
students who struggle with 
formalised assessments. It 
also mirrors the skills needed 
in the English Language 
GCSE so if pupils make 
progress to the GCSE then 
the transition is a smooth one
as the foundation of skills 
begins here.

The specification offers two components in both 
steps, which each assess reading and writing. 
Spoken language is included in Component 1 and 
contributes to the overall mark.
Each component thematically links reading and 
writing and supports high-quality provision and 
engaging teaching and learning.

Component 1 is ‘Literacy Topics’ which requires 
students to complete a number of tasks based 
around a particular theme. Pupils will need to 
complete two of these Components, both of which 
will also include an assessment of their Spoken 
Language in a small group and individual 
presentation. In addition, they will be assessed on 
their ability to explain their ideas and write in 
formats such as letters, newspapers and emails.

Component 2 is ‘Creative Reading and Writing’ 
which focuses more on literature and tests the 
pupils’ understanding of the language used in 
literary and literary non-fiction texts. Pupils will also 
be required to write creatively, using description 
and their imagination.

  



Maths

AQA GCSE 
MATHS

Studying Maths will provide 
you with essential numeracy 
skills and knowledge useful to
everyday life beyond school. 
The knowledge and skills you 
gain can help you tackle tasks
at work, apply for a wider 
range of jobs, and progress 
to study higher level courses. 

You will gain problem solving 
and analytical skills which are 
highly transferable and 
desirable in professional and 
private life.

GCSE Mathematics has a Foundation tier (grades 1 –
5) and a Higher tier (grades 4 – 9). Pupils must take 
three question papers at the same tier. Each paper 
will have a mix of question styles, from short, single-
mark questions to multi-step problems. The 
mathematical demand increases as a student 
progresses through the paper.

Pupils will work to:
 Develop fluent knowledge, skills and 

understanding of mathematical methods and 
concepts.

 Acquire, select and apply mathematical 
techniques to solve problems.

 Reason mathematically, make deductions and
inferences, and draw conclusions.

 Comprehend, interpret and communicate 
mathematical information in a variety of 
forms appropriate to the information and 
context.

Topics covered are Number, Algebra, Ratio, 
proportion and rates of change, geometry and 
measures, probability and statistics.

FUNCTIONAL 
SKILLS MATHS 
Level 1 and 2

AQA’s Functional Skills 
qualifications allow pupils to 
explore real life contexts 
together. Everyday 
mathematics forms the basis 
of the course. Maths is for 
everyone. It is diverse, 
engaging and essential in 
equipping pupils with the 
right skills to reach their 
future destination, whatever 
that may be.

This qualification in Mathematics encourages pupils 
to develop confidence and a positive attitude 
towards mathematics and to recognise the 
importance of mathematics in your own lives and in 
everyday life. It prepares pupils to make informed 
decisions about the use of technology, the 
management of money, further learning 
opportunities and career choices. It is examined 
through 2 exam papers – Non Calculator and 
Calculator.

This qualification will:
 Indicate that you can demonstrate your ability in 
mathematical skills and your ability to apply these 
through appropriate reasoning and decision making, 
to solve realistic problems of increasing complexity. 
 Introduce you to new areas of life and work so you
are exposed to concepts and problems which, while 
not of immediate concern, may be of value in later 
life.
 Develop an appreciation of the role played by 
mathematics in the world of work and in life 
generally.

The content of the course has been grouped into 
topic areas: Use of number and the number system 
Use of measures, shape and space Handling 
information and data.

  



AQA ENTRY 
LEVEL MATHS

Entry Level Certificates (ELCs)
are a nationally recognised 
qualification that gives pupils 
the opportunity to achieve a 
certificated award. The ELC 
provides basic and relevant 
numeracy skills that aim to 
build pupils confidence in 
maths, including those 
studying at GCSE Foundation 
tier. The assessment is on 
demand so you can complete 
assignments when ready, 
helping to keep pupils 
motivated.

It is recognised that GCSE Mathematics can be too 
demanding for some pupils. ELC Mathematics is 
designed as a qualification that offers students who 
are unlikely to achieve a grade in GCSE Mathematics
the opportunity to achieve a certificated award. It is 
also a useful qualification for students in preparation
for GCSE and can be used to monitor students’ 
progress.

The component-based structure of the qualification 
provides students with the opportunity to work in 
short programmes. This enables their progress to be
monitored and a sense of achievement can be 
gained throughout the course. 

The components assessed are:
 P  roperties of number
 The four operations (calculator not allowed)
 Ratio
 Money
 The calendar and time
 Measures
 Geometry
 Statistics

  

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/elc/mathematics-5930/subject-content/component-8-statistics
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/elc/mathematics-5930/subject-content/component-7-geometry
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/elc/mathematics-5930/subject-content/component-6-measures
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/elc/mathematics-5930/subject-content/component-5-the-calendar-and-time
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/elc/mathematics-5930/subject-content/component-4-money
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/elc/mathematics-5930/subject-content/component-3-ratio
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/elc/mathematics-5930/subject-content/component-2-the-four-operations-calculator-not-allowed
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/elc/mathematics-5930/subject-content/component-1-properties-of-number


Science

AQA GCSE 
BIOLOGY

GCSE Biology is an exciting 
dynamic subject that aims to 
understand the very basis of 
life itself. It ranges from the 
interactions that occur at the 
molecular level within cells to 
the interactions within whole 
ecosystems. It is constantly 
evolving and is a subject that 
is relevant to every single 
person.  

David Attenborough said 
“It seems to me that the 
natural world is the greatest 
source of excitement; the 
greatest source of visual 
beauty; the greatest source 
of intellectual interest. It is 
the greatest source of so 
much in life that makes life 
worth living” 

The GCSE Biology course will enable pupils to:  
 Have a good understanding of the biological 

principles that will enable them to make 
sense of the Biology they encounter in their 
lives.  

 To develop scientific curiosity to understand 
the importance of science to society. 

 Develop independent learning so students 
have the skills to be lifelong learners. 

 Develop the practical skills necessary to carry
out valid investigations.  

 Develop their ability to evaluate claims based
on science through critical analysis, evidence 
and conclusions, both qualitatively and 
quantitatively.

There are seven main subject areas covered in the 
exam, split across two separate papers:

 Cell biology
 Organisation
 Infection and response
 Bioenergetics
 Homeostasis and response
 Inheritance, variation and evolution
 Ecology

Students work towards two externally assessed 
written exams in GCSE Biology. Both papers feature 
multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and 
open response questions.

Students are also expected to carry out 10 required 
practical’s for GCSE Biology. Questions in the written
exams will draw on the knowledge and 
understanding students have gained by carrying out 
these practical activities. Many of the questions will 
also focus on investigative skills and how well 
students can apply what they know to practical 
situations often in novel contexts.

AQA ENTRY 
LEVEL SCIENCE

Entry Level Certificates (ELC) 
are nationally recognised 
qualifications which give 
students the opportunity to 
achieve a certificated award. 
The assessment is on demand
so pupils can complete 
assignments when they are 
ready, helping to keep them 
motivated. 

The Entry Level Certificate builds on the core 
scientific concepts and skills previously taught in Key
Stage 3 Science. It is delivered in a way that will 
build students' confidence in science. Assessments 
are completed throughout the course when the 
students are ready.
Components studied are:

 Biology – The Human Body
 Chemistry – Elements, Mixtures and 

Compounds
 Physics – Energy, Forces and the Structure of

Matter
Pupils will also design a practical investigation for 
each component, make observations and evaluate. 

  



Physical Education

PHYSICAL 
EDUCATION

Physical Education forms a 
core part of the curriculum for
students during Key Stage 4. 
Students will be physically 
active in all lessons and will 
build upon their experiences 
from Key Stage 3, continuing 
to experience a range of 
physical activities and sports 
that will enhance skill level 
and physical fitness. The 
activities offered will be 
tailored to meet the needs of 
each student and will include 
the opportunity to develop 
skills within new activities.

Throughout PE in Key Stage 4, pupils will acquire 
and develop skills, improve knowledge and 
understanding through a range of physical activities.
Pupils will increase their understanding of the health 
benefits associated with physical activity and 
develop an interest in physical activity in preparation
for leaving school and further education.

The benefits of physical activity:

 Improved physical fitness. 
 Skill and motor skills development. 
 Provides regular, healthful physical activity. 
 Teaches self-discipline. 
 Facilitates development of student responsibility  
  for health and fitness.

  



OPTIONAL

SUBJECTS

  



ASDAN PSHE ASDAN’s PSHE course supports pupils of all abilities to
develop their emotional wellbeing and skills to stay 
healthy, safe and feel prepared for adulthood. Topics 
and challenges include:

 Emotional wellbeing
 Keeping safe and healthy
 Social media
 Alcohol
 Tobacco and drugs
 Sexual health
 Respectful relationships
 Families and parenting
 Financial choices
 Careers and your future
 Living in modern Britain

AQA GCSE Art, 
Craft and 
Design 

GCSE Art and Design provides pupils with a wide 
range of creative, exciting and stimulating 
opportunities to explore their interests in ways that 
are both personally relevant and developmental in 
nature.

Sports Leaders’
Award

Pupils undertaking a qualification in Sports Leadership
will learn and demonstrate important life skills such as
effective communication and organisation whilst 
learning to lead basic physical activities to younger 
people, their peers and within the community.

BTEC
Home Cooking 
Skills
Level 1 / 2

The BTEC Level 1 and Level 2 Awards in Home 
Cooking Skills give pupils the opportunity to develop 
the knowledge, understanding and confidence to cook
meals at home. Pupils will gain an understanding of 
how to economise when planning a meal and 
demonstrate an ability to transfer skills learned to 
different recipes. 

ASDAN 
Personal and 
Social 
Effectiveness

The Personal and Social Effectiveness qualifications 
support pupils to develop their confidence, wellbeing 
and personal resilience. They will help foster a 
positive mind-set and develop their ability to be 
independent learners who can both take initiative and 
work effectively with others. Pupils will be supported 
to explore and affirm their strengths and identities, 
and to empathise with and value the perspectives and
contributions of others. Four units are studied:
Developing myself and my performance
Health and wellbeing, International links, 
Digital communications, Beliefs and values.
Working with others
Citizenship and community, Sport and leisure, 
Environment Enterprise Beliefs and values.
Problem solving
Science and technology, Expressive arts
Independent living, Vocational preparation.
Delivering a project

  



Duke of 
Edinburgh 
Award Scheme

Through a DofE programme young people have fun, 
make friends, improve their self-esteem and build 
confidence. They gain essential skills and attributes 
for work and life such as resilience, problem-solving, 
team-working, communication and drive in addition to
enhancing their CVs and college/job applications.
There are four sections to complete at Bronze and 
Silver level and five at Gold. They involve:

 Helping the community/environment, 
 Becoming fitter,
 Developing new skills, 
 Planning, training for & completing an 

expedition 
 Gold only, working with a team on a 

residential activity.
Trinity College 
Arts Award
Explore, 
Bronze and 
Silver

The Arts Award is a qualification that will enable 
pupils to grow as artists and arts leaders, inspiring 
them to connect with and take part in the wider arts 
world through taking challenges in an art form - from 
fashion to digital art, pottery to poetry. Pupils will get 
to discover the enjoyment of creating and 
participating in arts activities and experience arts 
events. Pupils will explore the work of artists and 
craftspeople and gain insights into the professional 
arts world.

WJEC Entry L2 
Humanities

This qualification includes units for developing skills 
and knowledge in a range of subject areas, including: 
History, Geography and Religious studies. In History 
topics include Britain in the 1960s, the History of 
Health and Medicine and the Persecution of people. In
Geography topics are about Tectonic events and 
Tourism, we also look at our local area. For Religious 
studies, topics look at festivals, places of worship and 
followers of religion. Accreditation is by coursework 
only which can be passed at level 2.

ASDAN 
Personal 
Development 
Programme 
(Bronze, Silver,
Gold)

The Personal Development Programmes (PDP) feature
12 modules: 

 Communication
 My community
 Sport and leisure
 Independent Living
 My environment
 Number handling
 Health and wellbeing
 World of work
 Science and technology
 The wider world
 Expressive arts
 Beliefs and values

Pupils compile a portfolio of evidence to show what 
they have done. They are required to plan and review
their work at key points, explaining how they have 
developed their skills in six areas: Ability to learn; 
Teamwork; Problem solving, IT skills; Literacy; and 

  



Numeracy.
ASDAN CoPE
(Entry 1, 2, 3; 
Level 1)

The ASDAN CoPE qualification offers imaginative ways
of accrediting young people's activities. It promotes a 
wide range of personal qualities, abilities and 
achievements of young people, as well as introducing 
them to new activities and challenges. Students will 
produce a portfolio of evidence to demonstrate their 
achievements. and competence in the six CoPE skills 
units:

 Introduction to Working with Others.
 Introduction to Improving own Learning and 

Performance.
 Introduction to Problem Solving.
 Planning and Carrying out a Piece of Research.
 Communication through Discussion.
 Planning and Giving an Oral Presentation.

Music 
Technology

This course allows you to engage with the music 
industry and develop a range of relevant practical and
technical skills. You will explore music product 
development and events management, and apply 
your knowledge in new and practical industry-related 
contexts. It is aimed at everyone who wants to find 
out more about the music industry. 
You will study the following units, covering the 
fundamental knowledge, skills and understanding 
required for the music sector:

 The music industry. 
 Managing a music product. 
 Introducing live sound.
 Introducing music composition 
 Introducing music performance. 
 Introducing music recording. 
 Introducing music sequencing.

The Pearson BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Award in Music 
includes one externally assessed unit. This will help 
learners as they progress either into higher levels of 
vocational learning or to related academic 
qualifications, by providing independent assessment 
evidence of learning alongside the portfolio-based 
assessment. 
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