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This policy refers to mobile phones but includes all personal electronic devices 

PEDs.

Over recent years there has been a huge culture shift regarding mobile phones. They 

are used as a useful tool for much more than just making phone calls. Their use has 

also become associated with a range of issues including privacy, data protection and 

bullying. 

Our approach to mobile phone use

We believe that we should be preparing children and young people to use modern 

technology in a safe and responsible way. We do this through the ICT and PSHE 

curriculum, modelling positive behaviour and choices and our everyday interaction with 

the pupils.

We do not require pupils to use their phones for learning and provide other electronic 

devices for such learning to take place.

We allow pupils to phone home when the situation calls for them to do so.

We recognise that some pupils need their phones when travelling to and from school.

We understand that some pupils use their phone as a strategy to calm down and so we 

will find suitable substitutions. This may involve pupils having a playlist of music which 

they access on school devices, listening to music in designated parts of the school or 

loading a playlist onto a school device.

At Homewood College, pupils are not allowed to have mobile phones on them during 

the school day. This includes in their pockets or bags.

How we will support pupils to comply with this policy

Each tutor group will have a wallet in the school office with a named bag inside for each

pupil’s phone.

On arrival to school pupils can hand their phones to the office.

On arrival for registration pupils can hand their phone to their tutor to take to the office. 

If a pupil is seen with a mobile phone before the end of registration period s/he will be 

given two reminders to either hand the phone to an adult or take it to the school office.



Pupils will have an opportunity to read and talk about the acceptable use policy at 

school before taking it home to be signed by parents/carers.

Pupils will be provided with suitable alternatives when a mobile phone has been used 

during the day as a strategy to calm down or reengage. 

Important points

Pupils will only be allowed to bring their phone to school if parents/carers and the pupil 

have read and signed the Acceptable Use Policy

Parents/carers should be aware that if their child takes a mobile phone to school it is 

assumed household insurance will provide the required cover in the event of loss or 

damage. The school cannot accept responsibility for any loss, damage or costs incurred

due to its use.

Unacceptable use of mobile phones

 Pupils must never take photos or film in or out of the classroom on a mobile 

phone. 

 Using mobile phones to bully and threaten other members of the school 

community will not be tolerated.          

 If the use of technology humiliates, embarrasses or causes offence it is 

unacceptable regardless of whether ‘consent’ was given. 

 In some cases the above can constitute criminal behaviour.   

Sanctions

Pupils who infringe the rules set out in this document will have their phones confiscated 

by a member of staff and may face disciplinary actions as sanctioned by the 

Headteacher. This may result in a pupil being banned from bringing a mobile phone to 

school for a period of time. If the phone is being used during the school day the pupil 

must hand it to an adult if requested to do so.

 On the first infringement of this policy the mobile phone will be confiscated by an 

adult and taken to a secure place in the school. A record will be made of the 



incident and the pupil will be able to collect the mobile phone at the end of the 

school day.

 On the second infringement parents/carers may be asked to collect the 

phone/PED from school.

 On the third infringement pupils will be banned from bringing their mobile phones

into school for a period of time determined by the Headteacher. The time period, 

depending on the seriousness of the incident, may be for the remainder of the 

academic year.

 Depending on the seriousness of the first incident a ban may be put in place 

straight away.

We appreciate your support in making this policy a success and helping to make the 

school a safer and more effective learning environment.
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Please sign and return to school

Acceptable use of mobile phones/personal electronic devices agreement

I have read and understood the school’s policy regarding the use of personal electronic 

devices:

Parent

/

Carer

Name: Signature: Date:

Pupil Name: Signature: Date:

Headteacher’s signature:


